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April 2010 

Issue 185 

April, the herald of spring here in Alaska. The 
snow is melting fast, as we await the 
reawakening of things green and growing. Bears 

are stirring and moose are looking for that 
perfect caving location. What more could any 
Alaskan ask for. 

March was a great month for the Guild, starting 
with a wonderful spinning workshop presented 
by Celia Quinn. Two and a half days of intense 
spinning (how many of you have spun horse 

hair?). A great experience. It was a joy to meet 
and work with Celia. She is an extremely 
talented spinner and weaver. We will have her 
back for more in the coming years. 

The Guild also had the opportunity to help our 
local PBS TV station, KAKM with their fund 

raising drive. Clydene Fitch, Julie Carter, Sherry 
Rogers, Mary Janis and yours truly, donned our 
best hand made items, and went on TV to 
answer phones and cause mayhem. We hit up all 
of the Guild members who would answer the 
phone and helped KAKM raise some much 
needed funds. Thanks to all of the volunteers 

and the contributors alike. It was great fun.  

The April meeting will be our first look at 
member projects oriented around the 2011 
fashion show. Members will be bringing in their 
answers to this year’s Guild challenge. We will 
also have our regular show and tell, so bring 
your challenge items and anything else 

interesting to show off.  

I direct the membership to our website for all 
of the latest information concerning 
upcoming events, items for sale, and the 

latest news. We try and keep it up to date and 
are always soliciting new items from the 
entire Guild membership. So, please use this 
valuable information site to keep up to date 
on what’s happening with the Guild. 

Spring Retreat is almost here. I hope you 
have sent your registration in. Forms are 

available on the web site. This is your chance 
to immerse yourself in a weekend of fiber 
events. Vendors will be there to relive you of 
any spare change you may have with you, and 
you will even have the opportunity to get your 
spinning wheel tuned up. A good time will be 

had by all. I hope to see you there. 

Finally, the Guild is still searching for our 
next vice-president. This is a two year 
commitment, the second year being the Guild 
President. I ask that you all take a moment to 
think about what the Guild means to you and 
ask yourself if it isn’t the time to give a little 

back. I can tell you from experience that you 
will not regret it for one second. Please 
contact me or Lorri Wright for more 
information and a pep talk. 

Thank you again for your support and 
friendship. You are the greatest group of 
weavers and spinners there are. 

Thomas Hobbs 
2009-2010 AWSG President 

Anchorage Weavers 

   & Spinners Guild 

Threads of  Thought 
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April Program 

by Dawn Needham 

It’s Challenge Month – and to celebrate the guilds efforts to 
create wonderful wares for the upcoming fashion show, we 
will be sharing our Challenge items and watching segments 
from the Anchorage Weavers and Spinners Guild own 
Fashion Show – Threads 2000. We hope this will inspire 
those who have not made anything yet, but were waiting to 
see what the options may be. A great variety of objects will 
be welcomed. “Examples are hand embellished items, hand 
dyed fabrics, hand-woven, hand knit, felted or bobbin lace 
items and items from handspun yarns. Remember we will 
need accessories for garments to adorn our models.” The 
Fashion Show committee will be distributing information 
about the show at the April meeting which will be a nice 
segue into our Program. Hope you are able to join and view 
what amazing fabrics and pieces have been produced thus 
far. 

Please note – show and tell during the meeting portion will 
be held separately from the items produced for the 
Challenge. 

First Thursday Spinning 

by Dolores Roguszka 

April Fools’ Day, the first of April, will include spinning at 
my house from one to four PM. 

Bring your spindle or your wheel to practice those newly 
found skills you learned in the Celia Quinn Workshop. Share 
your knowledge with those not fortunate enough to 
having attended that very special event.  

These sessions are very informal and open to all 
level of spinners. If you are a beginner and need 
help, here is where you’ll get it! If you are a more 
experienced spinner, come along and share your 
knowledge with the rest of us. We continue to learn 
from each other. 

If you have questions, or need directions, contact 
me at dande80@alaska.net or call 346-1024. If the 
snow berms are anywhere nearly as high at our 
driveway off O’Malley Road on April 1 as they are 
at this writing, we’ll hang out some balloons so you 
can spot the drive. 

Third Thursday Knitting 

by Dolores Roguszka 

Come join our knitting group on April 15th. We meet from 
one to four PM with plenty of time out for refreshments, 
visiting, and sharing of expertise.  

Last month we were honored by the presence of Margot and 
Victoria Adams, teen daughters of member Kristine Adams 
and 12 year old beginning knitter Adrienne. These young 
ladies are a tremendous help in tagging donated chemo caps, 
as well as knitting hats for the project. The Adams ladies 
have also made a huge contribution to the project by making 
deliveries of these hats to the local cancer clinics for us. A 
big THANK YOU to all of them. 

At the March session knitting patterns from the Ruth 
Flournoy collection were made available to one and all. They 
will again be offered at the April third Thursday knitting 
meeting, free to any interested knitter. Ruth had a vast 
collection of all kinds of patterns and I’m sure you will find 
many to take home and use as guides for your own projects. 
Come and take a look. 

We also have chemo cap patterns for you. They were 
available at the March Guild meeting and will be available 
again at the April general meeting. There is still plenty of 
time for you to create that contest winning chemo cap so 
plan on looking at new patterns. Your entry may be for a 
man, woman, or child so the possibilities are unlimited! 

If you have questions or need directions contact me at 
dande80@alaska.net or call 346-1024. Come join us for the 
afternoon, or any part of it, on April 15th. 
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Fashion Show Committee Meeting 

by Sherry Rogers 

THREADS 2011 Time Line (all dates are in 2011) 

March 21 (Mon) - Deadline for turn in of garments to: 

��Dolores Roguszka/Jeanette Kent (Southside)  
��Daina Mirsch (Valley) 
��Megan Peacock (Downtown) 
�� Sherry Rogers (Eagle River) 

March 23 (Wed) - Fashion Show garments to Dolores’ 

April 9 (Sat) at 1PM-4PM - Garment selection for models at 
Dolores’ home 4400 O’Malley Road 

April 16 (Sat) at 1PM-4PM - Dress Rehearsal in the 
auditorium at the Anchorage Museum of History & Art, 
121 W. 7th Avenue between B and C St. 

April 17 (Sun) at 2PM - Fashion Show at the Museum 

��Models and dressers arrive no later than 1PM 
�� Sales table setup in Atrium 1PM 
�� Flower arrangement setup April 16 
��Demonstration setup 1PM 
��Demos from 1PM-2PM and 3PM-4:30PM 

NOTE:

��Models need to attend all three sessions 
April 9, April 16 and April 17. 

��Dressers/Helpers need to attend sessions 
on April 16 and 17. 

�� Photographer will take photos at the Dress Rehearsal 
on April 16. 

��Musician and speaker should be present for rehearsal. 

Chemo Cap Report 

by Dolores Roguszka  

We have recently added the Great Land Infusion Pharmacy 
to our list of clinics receiving our chemo caps. This was at 
the suggestion of member Theresa Geiger, who is receiving 
her chemo treatments at Great Land. Her first session went 
well. Our thoughts and prayers are with you, Theresa, as you 
do battle with this disease. 

We will also be making a small distribution of caps to other 
clinics before the end of March. We have hats in some 
beautiful pastel colors that will be perfect for new Easter 
hats! They made us smile when we saw them and we’re sure 
they will lift the spirits of patients receiving them. 

Chemo Cap Contest Awards Increased! 

By Dolores Roguszka 

Great news from our AWSG Board! Chemo Cap Contest 
winnings have just been increased from $25.00 to a total of 
$50.00! First place award will be $25.00, second place 
$15.00 and third place $10.00. All in the form of a gift 
certificate to your favorite yarn shop. 

Of the votes cast at our upcoming May Potluck meeting, the 
hat receiving the most votes will take first place; next most 
votes, second place and third most votes, third place. 

Contest entries may be for either a man, woman or child. 
Materials used may be any soft, washable fiber, and must be 
identified. Hats may be knitted, crocheted or sewn. Makers 
name, address and contact information must also be provided 
with each entry. Two entries per person will be permitted. 
These entries will be a part of the table décor at the May 
Potluck where they will be available for viewing prior to the 
vote. 

Entries must be in my hands by May 1. If you have questions, 
contact me at dande80@alaska.net or call 346-1024. 

Fair Update 

by Myler Almandinger 

The fair has decided to change 
the starting times on Friday to 
10:00 am instead of starting at 
 12 noon For demo purposes for 
starting times 

Botanical Garden Fair  

by Jeanette Kent 

When: Saturday June 26th 11:00 am – 6:00 pm; Sunday June 
27th 11:00 am – 5:00 pm 

Where: Alaska Botanical Garden,4601 Campbell Airstrip 
Road (off Tudor Road) 

This is a fun outdoor event. You don’t have to be an expert 
to demonstrate. A sign up sheet will be available at the April 
10th meeting. Admission is free to all guild demonstrators. 

If interested contact: Jeanette Kent by Phone at 346-6010 or 
e-mail:fjakent@alaska.net 
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Bylaw Review Update 

by Daina Mirsch 

The Board has been reviewing the Guild’s bylaws, policies and proce-
dures these last few months. The following is our suggested changes to 
the Policies & Procedures (P&Ps) , which will be approved (or not) at 
the next AWSG Board meeting. You are welcome to attend if you wish 
to discuss these items.  
Policy Statement #2. Guild Membership 
�� [current] Full Dues-paying Guild Membership—$20…. 

Subscription Membership—$10…. 
The Guild has a reciprocal agreement with the Valley Guild…. 

�� [proposed] Active Member shall: 1. Pay dues of $20.00; 2. Receive a 
nametag and membership card; …[add verb to each line item previ-
ously written.] 
Subscribing Member shall: 1. Pay does of $10.00; 2. Receive the 
monthly newsletter;...[add verb to each line item previously written.] 
Move the last statement to Policy Statement 6 “Registration, Deposits 
and Refunds.” 

�� [reason for proposed amendment] Use the member descriptions cur-
rently in place for members and make all line items parallel. The last 
statement of the current procedure for this policy fits better under 
“Registration, Deposits and Refunds.” 

Policy Statement #3. Guild Equipment Inventory 
�� [current] Policy: All equipment will be permanently numbered….The 

President-Elect will keep a log of the rental history of each piece of 
equipment as a permanent record. 

�� [proposed] Remove the last sentence and make it procedure #2. 
Add “3. The location of the inventory will be maintained in the asset 
listing in Appendix A and on the website.” 
Move the Equipment Inventory to Appendix A. 

�� [reason for proposed amendment] The current last sentence of this 
policy is really a procedure. Equipment Inventory was part of the 
P&Ps and therefore had to be voted on whenever it was updated. By 
making it an appendix, the inventory does not have to be voted on in 
order for it to be kept up-to-date. 

Policy Statement #4. Equipment Rental 
�� [current] Procedure: Equipment is to be rented on a monthly basis; 

one month at a time so that it will be available when needed by the 
Guild for workshops. Members may rent items listed in Policy State-
ment #3 on a monthly basis by contacting the President-Elect. Rental 
fee... 

�� [proposed] Replace “workshops” with “workshops and classes”; 
Remove “Members may rent items” sentence. Renumber the rest of 
the current sentences. Add “3. To rent equipment, you must contact 
the President-Elect.” 
Create Appendix B: Rental Agreement Equipment Contract. 

�� [reason for proposed amendment] Adding line item 3 clarifies the 
original, overly wordy sentence. Renumbering the sentences in the 
current second paragraph of the procedures makes the items flow 
more coherently. Adding Appendix B allows this document to be 
updated with out amending the P&Ps. 

Policy Statement #5. Workshop Scholarship 
�� [current] Policy: Scholarship recipients must be full due-paying mem-

bers…” 
�� [proposed] Change title to “General Fund Workshop Scholarship” 

and “full due-paying members” to “Active members” 
Make current policies into line items for procedures, and add 
“Scholarships should be available to Guild members to further the 
knowledge of fiber arts. 

�� [reason for proposed amendment] The current policies are really pro-
cedures and the policy was created to define this policy. Changing the 
title allows ASWG to differentiate between this scholarship and the 
proposed new scholarship, which was discussed in previous newslet-
ters. 

Add Policy IV. Bequest Scholarship 
�� [proposed] Add the new scholarship created and approved by the 

current membership to the P&Ps. Add Appendix C: Bequest Scholar-
ship Application Form. Renumber the rest of the P&Ps accordingly. 

�� [reason for proposed amendment] It needed to be done. :) 
Policy Statement #6. Workshop Registrations, Deposits and Refunds 
�� [current] Policy: To hold a place in a workshop,….” 
�� [proposed] Change policy title to “Registrations, Deposits and Re-

funds” and move all current policies to procedures. Add “Policy: The 
Guild requires a standardized registration, deposit and refund policy 
for workshops and classes. 
Move the Cancellation Agreement to Appendix D. 

�� [reason for proposed amendment] The current policies are really pro-
cedures and the policy was created to define this policy. Cancellation 
Agreement was part of the P&Ps and therefore had to be voted on 
whenever it was updated. By making it an appendix, the agreement 
does not have to be voted on in order for it to be kept up-to-date. 

Policy Statement #8. Tenure of Workshop Committee Chairperson 
�� [proposed] Move this policy to a line item under the Workshop Com-

mittee Chairperson’s job description.
�� [reason for proposed amendment] This did not need to be another 

policy.
Policy Statement #11. Accepting Non-Cash Contributions 
�� [current] “The Anchorage Weavers and Spinners Guild may accept 

contributions of cash, equipment, or other materials. The following 
procedures guide the Guild’s acceptance of non-cash contribu-
tions….” 

�� [proposed] Change first sentence to “Policy: The Guild may accept 
contributions of cash, equipment or other materials.” Add the Head-
ing “Procedure:” and move form to Appendix E: Donated Items 
Form.

�� [reason for proposed amendment] The second sentence of this policy 
was irrelevant. The Donated Items Form was part of the P&Ps and 
therefore had to be voted on whenever it was updated. By making it 
an appendix, the form does not have to be voted on in order for it to 
be kept up-to-date. 

Policy Statement #12. Term Limit for AWSG Treasurer 
�� [proposed] Move this policy to a line item under the Treasurer’s job 

description.
�� [reason for proposed amendment] This did not need to be another 

policy.
General Overall Recommendation: 
Policy Statement #7 Job Descriptions are still being discussed. It is 
thought to update these according to what is currently practiced, to com-
bine Member-At-Large and Programs Co-Chair into one job, and to add 
the following jobs: Public Outreach Coordinator, Website Coordinator, 
Webmaster, and HGA/ANWG Representative. 
Furthermore, the bylaw review committee proposes to remove the lan-
guage “Policy Statement #” and simply renumber the P&Ps with Roman 
numerals. We also propose to enumerate all policies and procedures so 
that each sentence in a section will have a corresponding item number. 
In this fashion, reading and relating to the polices and procedures will be 
easier, and any future changes will be more efficient.
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What color will your hands be? 

by Denise Morrison 

 Fiber N' Ice—SPRING FLING 2010—APRIL 16, 17, 18 
LAKE LUCILLE BEST WESTERN HOTEL, WASILLA  
FELTED FLOWERS WITH LYNN SCHELL - Lynn will teach wet felting 
techniques to make 3D flowers. these flowers can be used as embellishment 
to add to other cloth, vessels, wall hangings, as pins and more. This is a good 
beginner class if you would like to try felting and for anyone who has felted 
add to your felting skills.  

KNIT WITH ROVING WITH NANCY WILD - Roving fiber is not just for 
spinners and felters. This class will show you how to knit roving as if it were 
already yarn. If you have looked at the beautiful fibers for sale, the hand dyed 
and you don't want to learn to spin try this class. 

NEEDLE FELTING WITH SHILOH MORRISON - Another fun 3D 
technique with wool fiber. Using a felting needle and fiber you will create a 
creature or a face by poking the needle into a ball of fiber. These pieces can 
be used as figures to set on a table, hung from a mobile, or attached to other 
projects as embellishment. Good for both beginners and other felters. 

NUNO FELTED SCARVES WITH LYNN SCHELL - Beautiful wool 
scarves. Felt on a piece of silk cloth. The silk give the scarves a structure that 
is light. The wool and other embellishments are added on top of the silk. Let 
your creativity go wild or keep it simple and elegant. 

FELTED VESSELS WITH ZAYNAB FALCONER - I just love these 
vessels. Learn to make a shaped piece that you can use for centerpiece on a 
table or on your fireplace mantle. Large or small this is more than just a bowl. 
This is a wet felting technique. 

SPINNING TOP WITH NANCY WILD - It's lovely roving fiber but it just 
won't spin! Nancy can show you how to use Top. Not all fibers spin the same 
and you don't want to avoid these.  

ARASHI-POINT OF DEPARTURE WITH KRIS ABSHIRE - Don't miss 
this opportunity. A life time of experience as a fiber Artist, Kris has reviewed 
and observed examples of the age old beautiful art of Arashi Shibori, in this 
class we will consider it a point of departure to exciting explorations. While 
utilizing established traditional and textural contemporary methods to 
accomplish the rich, sumptuous texture inherent in this dye-resist art, we will 
further push its limits to the realm of other art forms. Our approach will be 
easy and "non-precise" in technique, rendering exquisite texture for many 
applications. Combining dyed, textured, painted silk cloth with handmade 
papers, metal, beads for garments, wearable accessories, jewelry, mixed 
media on artist canvas, interior design accents - all will be explored and 
more.

FELTED WALL HANGING WITH ZAYNAB FALCONER - Wet felting 
a picture or go abstract. Put your creativity to work. Using the nuno felting 
technique having a cloth as structure to felt on to give it strength to hang. 

WALL HANGING EMBELISHMENT - Sunday after your piece has dried 
you can add more to it with embelishment techniques. 

MOEIUS SCARF WITH JUDE JOHNSON - Knit this unique scarf that has 
a twist. a mobeius is a flat circle that has a twist in it. When you wear these 

scarves they go around you neck and head in a smooth flowing loop. 

MITTENS ON THE MAGIC LOOP NEEDLE WITH JEANIE FARLEY 
- Eliminate the double point needles. Don't loose your stitches with the 
Magic Loop needle. Mittens are alway fun to knit and useful. 

2SOCKS ON 2 CIRCULAR NEEDLES AT THE SAME TIME WITH 
ALICE SCHERP - Learn how to get 2 socks to look the same using yarns 
that have designs or left overs from other socks. No more double point 
needles and when you are done you have both socks not just one. 

CROCHET FREE FORM WITH KELLY KATZENBERGER - Creative 
or wild, freeform crochet is fun. learn how to go beyond the pattern edge. 
Use interesting yarns to create the texture and different stitchs for each yarn 
as you go. Once you try it you will want to do more. When you see 
interesting yarns you will want to use this technique just to play. I took this 
class a few years ago and I highly recommend it for anyone who knows the 
basics of crochet. 

BEGINNING CROCHET WITH CATHY POPPERT - Crochet is an 
important skill for all fiber artist. This class will get you started. Learn the 
basics by starting a square that can turn into a blanket and a life time of 
creativity. 

SPINNING LONG DRAW WITH NANCY WILD - This technique is 
used for speed and softness. A woolen yarn. There are 2 ways you may 
have learn to spin when you began. Long draw is great for novelty yarn, 
thick and thin or some of the harder fibers like cotton and fine merino.  

NAVAHO 3 PLY WITH NANCY WILD - Spin and fill a bobbin to bring 
to this class. Using a Lazy Kate you will be making a 3ply yarn. This 
method is good when you spin several colors and you don't want them 
blending or looking like a barber pole. As you ply, each color can remain 
solid. 

DYE YOUR OWN SOCK YARN WITH NANCY WILD - learn to dye 
yarn. Your socks can be striped or spotted and you get to chose what colors 
go together. Dyeing is fun and easy.  

JEWELRY ASSEMBLY WITH LYNN SCHELL - This class will get 
you started with techniques for making jewelry. Using plyers and other 
tools. A felted flower can become a pin or neclace. A string of beads needs 
a clasp. These skills will be useful in many future projects. 

POLAR FLEECE SCARF NEEDLE FELT EMBELISHMENT WITH 
SHILOH MORRISON - Create a needle felt flower and add it to a scarf. 
Using wool locks you learn to attach them to the cloth, attach yarns and 
wool roving for a decorative accent. 

BRAIDED WOOL RUG USING ROVING WITH NANCY WILD - Get 
started learn how to use roving for a warm wool rug be creative with colors. 
You can even use left over fibers.  

WILLOW BASKET WITH CHERI ABLES - Baskets are always useful 
and visualy enjoyable artistic expression. Learn how to add a few beads and 
bone buttons for embelishment.  

Classes will start at 3pm friday. Contact Best Western Hotel to reserve a 
room. Rooms not included in Registration fee. 

YOU CAN ALWAYS CALL DENISE AT 892-8901 OR EMAIL 
fibernicealaska@yahoo.com  
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May Potluck 

By Dolores Roguszka 

Spring is on the way and should be in full glory for our May 
potluck, scheduled this year for the THIRD Saturday in May, the 
15th. Our date was changed because of a workshop conflict. The 
potluck will be held at the home of Gene & Dolores Roguszka, 
4400 O’Malley Road, beginning at 11:30 A.M. A map will be 
supplied in the May newsletter. 

We begin with champagne and non-alcoholic bubbly, courtesy of 
your hosts. The potluck follows, which YOU supply. You bring 
entrees, salads or desserts. (No veggie and dip trays, please. They 
don’t get eaten!) We also supply coffee. 

Following lunch a brief business meeting and election of officers 
and Board of Directors for the following year will be held. We 
will also vote on “The Most Wonderful Chemo Cap”. Entries will 
be displayed as a part of the table décor. 

Because of space limitations this event must be for members 
only. If your dues are not up to date your name will not be on the 
membership list and I will not be able to confirm your 
reservation. 

Reservations are a must! We do not do sign up sheets. Sign up 
sheets indicate interest. Reservations are a commitment! When I 
confirm your reservations a place is set aside for you. If you 
make a reservation and later find you cannot attend, please do us 
the courtesy of a cancellation. Someone else may then fill that 
seat. Seating at our potluck is determined by the order in which 
reservations are received. First reservations are seated at the first 
table, and go to the buffet line first. 

Reservations will be taken beginning at 10:00 AM on Saturday, 
April 10. You may contact me at the Guild meeting; e-mail me at 
dande80@alaska.net or call 346-1024. No early morning phone 
calls, please!  

Gene and I always enjoy welcoming you into our home. Once 
again we do so. 

Be an Internet Junkie! 

by Karen���������  

Internet Resources http://www.ravely.com is like “Facebook for 
knitters�”�It is a social networking site with great resources for 
knitting patterns, yarn, projects, etc. Spinning, crochet and 
weaving are also covered. You can join forums for any textile 
related item or interest you can imagine. There are forums for 
people who own Lendrum wheels or rigid heddle looms. There 
are groups for people who enjoy certain TV programs or 
gardening. It is a wonderful resource. It is worth checking out. 
There is a similar site (the interface is not quite as user friendly) 
called http://www.weavolution.com dedicated for weavers. They 
are the online gathering place and social network for hand 
weavers. Weavers from around the world share their projects, 

post their questions, add their opinions in the forums, find guilds, 
resources, weaving shops, classes. The list of resources is very long. 

Best of http://www.youtube.com 
Search for “Sarah Anderson - Navajo Plying”� Some people are trying 
to rename this process chain plying, or disagree that this is a plying 
technique at all. But regardless of what you call the process; Sarah has 
a great technique for ergonomics and yarn management that make 
Navajo plying on a spinning wheel a breeze. If you have ever struggle 
with this process, check out this video. 

Search for “Andy Paiko Glass Spinning Wheel”� This wheel is a work 
of art and functional, and yes it is really made of glass. It is beauty in 
motion. 

Search for “Winding on a Turkish Spindle” for a great demonstration 
by Wanda Jenkins (whose husband makes lovely Turkish spindles). 

Search for “Tibetan Handcraft”� I love the details in this, from the 
intro to the clothes and “support” spindle technique. This video 
generated a lot of discussion on the Internet whether the spindle had a 
carved hook or not. You decide� 

Interested in learning more about Back strap Weaving? 
An Australian, Laverne, is living in Bolivia and has a wonderful web 
site documenting traditional weaving with lots of tutorials. Her site is 
eye candy with wonderful pictures. She is generously sharing a wealth 
of information too.http://backstrapweaving.wordpress.com/  

Got Sheep? 
Have you seen the Oklahoma State University’s online database of 
sheep? It has an extensive listing of sheep breeds, with information on 
each sheep, including pictures, origin, personality, physical 
characteristics (including fleece info) and links for breed associations 
(which can help you find breeds who will sell fleece.) http://
www.ansi.okstate.edu/breeds/sheep/  

Guidelines for Selling your Hand-woven 

Clothing and Handspun Yarns 

Summary by Mary Janis 

We are now down to the deadline for yardage and handspun destined 
for garments to be submitted to the Guild fashion show and sale in 
April 2011. Many of us will be using drafts and ideas for projects 
found in Handwoven, SpinOff and Weaver’s magazines, as well as 
from other books and online material. If an item is not for personal 
use, what can you sell anyway? 

Copyright law is a complex business, but here are a few guidelines for 
what does or does not violate copyright law. It may not seem 
important, but whenever you “fix a work in tangible form”, the 
copyright in that work becomes your property. So if you write a novel, 
paint a picture, or create a weaving draft, as long as that item is fixed 
in writing or in something concrete it is your own and you have rights 
with respect to reproduction and distribution of those works. 
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Guidelines for Selling your Hand-woven Clothing and 
Handspun Yarns (continued from page 8) 

Moreover, in putting a weaving draft on paper, the copyright 
owner has the right to make related or derivative drafts as well as 
the right to exploit the draft or pattern for commercial purposes. 
If you copy such a draft or pattern from a magazine to give to a 
friend, you may be violating copyright law, the same as if you 
made an item from those published instructions and sold it. 

Copyright law is somewhat murky, but it is clear that simple 
changes in materials, colors, and drafts can get you into trouble, 
because derivative items (i.e., the same pattern draft executed in a 
different color or fiber) are still covered under copyright law. 
Bottom line: it is best to start your design from scratch, or get 
permission from the copyright holder to use her or his 
instructions when making items for sale. If you spin your own 
yarn for knitting, the same caveats apply: get copyright 
permission if you intend to sell your item, or make up your own 
knitting design from scratch. 

So when is it OK to copy? Here are four major guidelines for 
copying, whether it be text or project plans. It is permissible to 
copy: 

1. When you obtain permission from the copyright owner, 

2. When “fair use” comes into play. “Fair use” allows for 
limited reproduction for certain purposes: teaching, 
research, and single copies for personal use. For example, 
don’t we all enlarge the threading and treadling drafts when 
we are dressing our looms?  

3. When using commonplace designs such as twill or huck lace 
which are not copyrightable. You may not reproduce and 
distribute copies of the actual page out of the book or 
magazine, however. 

4. When the item is for personal use and is not for sale. Items 
submitted only for showing in the fashion show are thus 
excluded from copyright provisions. 

It is getting murkier, isn’t it? For more information see 
Marisa James in Handwoven, Issue 129, 2006, p. 80. I’m 
sure Wikipedia and other online sources have plenty of 
information as well. Whatever else, don’t let these 
guidelines and caveats keep you from spinning or weaving 
- just be cognizant of others’ rights. 

First Scholarship Award 

by Tom Hobbs 

The AWSG Board of Directors, at its March 11 meeting, 
considered, and approved a $500.00 scholarship for member 
Kassi Grunder. This is the first scholarship awarded from our 
Bequest Scholarship Fund. 

In her application Kassi stated “In June I am leaving Anchorage 
to spend roughly six months in Guatemala. A main focus is to 
learn to use the traditional Guatemalan back-strap loom. I will 
begin studying weaving at TRAMA textiles. TRAMA is a 
cooperative woman’s weaving organization that works with its 
members to uphold the integrity of the craft and to provide fair 
compensation for their work. 

Guatemalan back-strap looms are incredibly portable and 
accessible. The looms are constructed of two straps, and several 
different sizes of dowel. Because of their simple construction, the 
looms are very inexpensive, and can be rolled up to fit in a 
shoulder bag. Many types of loom require a lot of space, or are 
prohibitively expense for many people, especially beginners. It is 
exciting to me to make art that requires so little overhead, and 
even more exciting to share this with others in my community.” 

As a requirement in approving the scholarship, the board placed 
these conditions on the recipient: (1) Documentation to the Guild 
of the event by way of photos (2) A program presentation to the 
Guild and (3) A back-strap weaving workshop, if enough interest 
is shown. 

We are pleased to award this scholarship, and wish here a safe 
and productive journey. We also look forward to the sharing of 
experiences gained from it. 

Classified Ads 

Mountain Loom 12 inch with many reeds and a travel case.  It is 
ready to go to convergence or any place you want to take it on a 
plane.  Folds down with warp on so you can warp it at home.  
$650.  Theresa Geiger 345-3077

Lendrum double treadle wheel in mint condition.  Has plying 
head but not the super fine spinning head.  $425 Theresa Geiger 
345-3077

Instructor Wanted: I recently received an Ashford ridgid heddle 
loom for Christmas and I am looking for an instructor and/or 
class. Could you provide me with some possible names or 
suggestions? Thanks in Advance, Lisa Rayes 

Harrisville Loom: A 4-harness, 6-treadle Harrisville loom in 
beautiful shape, includes a 10-dent reed. $500 or best offer. 
Please phone Sheri at 229-6908 or email 
hatchersheri@gmail.com . Also Sheri is selling her Ashford 
Knitters Loom for $200 or best offer. 

Ashford table loom with floor stand and treadles - great 
condition. 4-harness, 16" weaving width, texsolv heddles, lease 
sticks, overslung beater, folds for storage or transport even with 
the warp on. Can be used with the hand levers, or with the stand 
and floor treadles as a direct tie up floor loom. Great for 
workshops or small spaces, or samples. $575. Please call 222-
5389 with any questions. 
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Upcoming Events 

April 1: First Thursday Spinning by Dolores Roguszka  

April 8: Board Mtg. 6:30pm 

April 10: AWSG Meeting, 10am, Out-North Theater Company 

April 15: 3rd Thursday Knitting with Dolores Roguszka  


